Dear Student,

Welcome to the oral part of the competition. Tdieowing parts of British history must be
studied for the competition. There are 9 topicshea them cosists of two parts, a longer one

and a shorter one. Find the parts that belong heget
The chronological order of these topics isfti®wing:

1. Mary Queen of Scots

@. Mary Queen of Scots

@ Mary Queen of Scots (1542-87) was the Catholic queen of Scotland held
captive in England by Elizabeth I for 19 years, then beheaded.

@ Mary became queen when she was a baby but was brought up at the French
court, where she enjoyed hunting and learned six languages.

@ Mary married the French king Henry II’s son Francis at 15 and was briefly
queen of France, but Francis died in 1560.

In 1561, Mary returned to Scotland to rule there. By this time, Scotland had
become Protestant, while Mary was a Catholic.

In 1565, Mary fell in love with her cousin Henry Stuart, Earl of Darnley. She
married him and they had a child, but Darnley was only interested in power.
@ Led by Darnley, Protestant nobles stabbed
Mary’s Catholic secretary David Rizzio to
death before her.

® The Earl of Bothwell was in love with

Mary and murdered Darnley. They
married three months later. The Scots
were so outraged by the marriage that
Mary had to flee to England.

« Mary with her cousin and second

Iusband, the highly ambitious Earl of
Darnley — an ill-starred marriage that
ended in deception and double murder.
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Mary represented Scotland’s
past—Catholic and pro-French. But another
group, growing in numbers, represented
Scotland’s future — Protestant and pro-
English. In 1557 some Scottish lords
launched the First Covenant, signed by
thousands, which demanded a national,
Protestant Church.

The accession of the Protestant Elizabeth
in England and the death of Mary of Guise
(1560) turned the tide in favour of the Pro-
testant, English party. The Treaty of Edin-
burgh was the first treaty between Scotland
and England sincerely based on common
interests. It was a victory for Protestantism
in Scotland, and it pointed towards the
union of Scotland and England.

British History

Mary was next in line to the English throne
after Elizabeth. Many Catholics felt she
was first in line, since they did not
recognize Henry VIII's marriage

to Anne Boleyn.

Mary posed a danger to Elizabeth,
50 she was kept in captivity in
English houses, where she

became the focus for plots

against Elizabeth.

Elizabeth’s spy-master
Walsingham trapped Mary P

into going along with a plot {
by Babington. Mary was

found guilty of treason
and beheaded at
Fotheringay in 1587.

» Mary about to meet her
death at the executioner’s
block. Her presence in
England had made her

a dangerous focus for
Catholic plots against
Elizabeth I.
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2. Roundheads and Cavaliers

@ Roundheads and
- Cavaliers

@ The English Civil War (1642-49) was the struggle between ‘Cavalier’
supporters of King Charles T and ‘Roundheads, who supported Parliament.
® Akey issue was how much power the king should have. Charles wanted
to be free to set taxes and his own brand of religion. Parliament
demanded a say.

On the royalist side were those, who wanted the English Church more
Catholic; on the other were Puritans.

Puritans were extreme Protestants. They believed that
churches (and people) should be stripped of the

wasteful luxury they saw in the Catholic Church and
the aristocrats at the court of

Charles’s French, Catholic wife.
‘Cavalier’ is from the French
chevalier (horseman). It was meant as a
term of abuse. Many Cavaliers were
rich landowners.

Puritans thought long hair indulgent, and the
Roundheads got their name from their short-cropped
hair. Many Roundheads were rich merchants

and townspeople.

» A Cavalier soldier. The term Cavalier |
was coined because many of Charles’s

" 4 =
Supporters were seen as frivolous courtiers
who loved fighting for its own sake. i 4
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Critics of the
King’s Government

In the middle of the 17th century, England
suffered its greatest upheaval ever. Yet bet-
ween 1600 and 1640 the way of life of ordi-
nary people changed very little. Prices were
still going up, land was changing hands,
industry was growing. Trade was increas-
ing too, though the East India Company,
soon to become the biggest merchant com-
pany in the world, found Dutch competi-
tion in the East Indies too strong, and
shifted its activities to India.

Scotland and England, though they
shared a king, remained separate countries.
The fens were being drained, to the fury of
the fenmen, and the Poor Laws had
removed most of the roving beggars. Many
old ideas lingered on. People still believed in
witches; James I did, and several people
were executed for witchcraft in his reign.

British History

@® Many revolutionary groups
emerged among poorer
people, such as the ‘Diggers’
and ‘Levellers’

The war turned against the
royalists when the
parliamentarians formed the
disciplined New Model Army.
Charles I was beheaded in 1649.
Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658)
became Roundhead leader and
signed Charles I’s death
warrant. In 1653, he made
himself Lord Protector —
England’s dictator.

» Many Cavaliers had long hair and
wore colourfiul and elaborate clothes
after the style of the French court.
Some, like Lovelace, were poets.
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The privileges tha
Parliament often claimed by ancient right
had sometimes been invented, consciously
or not, very recently. James I and still morc¢
his son, Charles I (1600—49), were tactless in
claiming that kings ruled by ‘divine right’.
No doubt Elizabeth or earlier monarchs
would have heartily agreed, but undcr
Charles I ‘divine right’ began to look like
dictatorship.

The poor had no organizations like trade
unions to protect their rights. They had few
rights to protect. In 1618 about a hundred
young people found half-starving in Lon-
don streets were packed off to Virginia.

Most (but not all) of the big landowners,
the old noble families, supported the king.
So did the poorest people. But the middling
sorts of people — squires, bankers, mer-
chants, lawyers, shopkeepers — supported
Parliament. They were mostly people who
had been growing more wealthy and more
powerful for the previous hundred years or
so, and they were hostile to the old-
established powers of the kingdom — king,
lords and bishops.



3. The Restoration

@ The Restoration

@ For 11 years after the execution of Charles I in 1649, England was without
a king. It was ruled instead by the Commonwealth, run by the Puritans.
At first, the Commonwealth consisted of Parliament and its Council of
State, but its failure to make progress spurred general Oliver Cromwell to
make himself Lord Protector and rule through army officers.

Cromwell’s Protectorate proved unpopular. When he died in 1658, the army
removed his son Richard Cromwell as successor and called for Charles I's
exiled son Charles IT to be recalled as king.

The Restoration of Charles II as king was in May 1660.

Charles IT proved on the whole a skilful
ruler, tactfully easing tensions between
rival religious groups.

Charles IT was known as
the Merry Monarch,
because his love of
partying, theatre,
horse-racing and
women was such a

relief after years of
grim Puritan rule.

» The sedan chair was a
popular way for the rich to

get about in the years after / 4 i \
the Restoration. ( |

In some ways, Parliament under Charles
II was more conservative than the king.
Charles was in favour of religious tolera-
tion, chiefly because he wanted freedom for
Roman Catholics. Parliament was hostile
not only to Catholics but also to Pres-
byterians and Puritans who did not accept
the Anglican Church. Over 1,000 priests

26

were turned out of their parishes for their
‘dissenting’ opinions.

When Charles issued a Declaration of
Indulgence, which would have removed
some of the penalties against Roman
Catholics and Dissenters, Parliament
replied by passing the Test Act, which pre-
vented Catholics holding any kind of public
appointment.

Religion was still political. In the minds
of most English people, Catholicism meant
tyranny, and it was true that Catholic kings
in Europe were absolute rulers, with few
limits to their personal power. Louis XIV of
France persecuted the French Protestants,
who were called Huguenots, and drove
thousands out of France. Many were skilled
men who settled in Britain, to the great
benefit of their adopted country.

British History

® Charles IT had many mistresses.
The most famous was Nell
Gwyn, an orange-seller who
worked in the theatre.

The Restoration saw
the Puritan ban on
Christmas and the theatre
lifted. Plays like Congreve’s
Way of the World made
Restoration theatre lively
and outrageous.
Charles IT took a keen
interest in science,
encouraging great
scientists like Isaac
Newton, Edmund
Halley and Robert
Hooke to form the
Royal Society.

A Exiled affer his father's death, Charles first attempted to bring
back the monarchy in 1651 but was defeated. After nine more
years in exile, he was finally invited to return as king.

P
FASCINATING FACT
When London burned down, in 1666, Charles I
5

Ily organized the fire-fi
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4. The Glorious Revolution

@ The Glorious |
Revolution

® The Glorious Revolution of
1688 was when the English

| Parliament replaced James II

| with William 11 and Mary, as king
| and queen.

William landed with his
army at Brixham in Devon on
5 November 1688. James’s
army refused to obey its
Catholic generals and so he
was forced to flee to France.

Parliament decided James’s
escape meant he had

| abdicated, and offered the

| ® James Il upset people by giving throne to William and Mary.
| Catholics key jobs in the army, the

@ James I became king when his
brother Charles II died in 1685.

. M- @ James tried a comeback,
| Church and the universities. e d
landing in Ireland with
® James Il jailed any bishops who French troops. Defeat came at
refused to support his Declaration of the Battle of the Boyne

Indulgence in favour of Catholics. (July 1689).
@ In 1688, James II and his
Catholic wife Mary had a son. It
| seemed England was set to

| become Catholic.

» William 111, or William of Orange
(1650-1702), suffered much political
opposition and countless assassination
plots in the latter years of his reign.

® Leading Protestants decided to
invite the Dutch prince William of
Orange to help. William was
married to James II’s Protestant -
daughter Mary. FASCINATING FACT

Ulster Protestants are called Orangemen because
they once helped William of Orange at the Boyne.

4 Mary sided with her Protestant husband,
William, against her Catholic father James I1.

The revolution of 168889 deserves the
name ‘glorious’ if only because, unlike most
revolutions, it took place without
bloodshed. It finished what the Long Parli-
ament had started in 1640 and put a stop to
the type of royal power that James had used
to secure freedom for Catholics without
confronting Parliament. There was no great
overhaul of the English constitution. The
Glorious Revolution confirmed that an
English monarch could only rule with the
consent of his subjects, and that he must be a
Protestant.



5. The Industrial Revolution

&) The Industrial
Revolution

©® The Industrial Revolution refers to the dramatic growth in factories that
began in the 1700s.

Before the Industrial Revolution, most ordinary people were farmers living
in small villages. Afterwards, most were factory hands and foremen living
in huge cities.

The Revolution began in Britain in the late 1700s; in France, the USA and
Germany in the early 1800s.

The Farming Revolution created a pool of cheap labour, while the growth
of European colonies created vast markets for things like clothing.
@ The Revolution began with the invention of machines for making cloth, like
the spinning jenny.
@ The turning point was the change from hand-turned machines like the
jenny to machines driven by big water wheels — like Arkwright’s ‘water
powered spinning frame’ of 1766.

® In 1771, Arkwright installed water frames at Crompton Mill,
Derby and created the world’s first

__ big factory.

1

U In 1764, Lancashire weaver James
Hargreaves created the ‘spinming
jenny’ to help cottage weavers spin
waol or cotton fibres into yarn
(thread) on lots of spindles, turned
by a single handle.

The Industrial Revolution happened in
Britain earlier than anywhere else. That
gave Britain a great advantage for a time,
although it turned out to be a drawback in
the long run. Other countries saved time
and money by learning from Britain’s
experience; they could build the most
up-to-date machines and factories when
Britain still had to make do with creaking
prototypes. '

There is no simple reason why Britain
should have been the first country to
become industrialized. The conditions were
right: prosperous agriculture, a strong posi-
tion in world trade, a good banking system,
casy transport, a growing population,
plenty of coal and iron ore. Britain had
some advantages which no other European
country possessed. It had the largest home
market (France had customs barriers be-
tween its provinces, Germany was not yet
united), and it also had its colonies, all keen
to buy British manufactures.

British History

In the 1780s, James Watt developed a steam engine to
drive machines — and steam engines quickly replaced
water as the main source of power in factories.
In 1713, Abraham Darby found how to use coke,
rather than wood charcoal, to make huge
amounts of iron.

In 1784, Henry Cort found how to remove
impurities from cast iron to make wrought —
. i il

o and ron became ey - ) !?! 0
material of the Industrial Revolution. = 1

Y l.ll..l.q

 Arkwright's water frame, powered by a water wheel, used
four pairs of rotating rollers to stretch fibres before they were spun.

4 During the second half of the 17005, the
Scottish engineer James Watt refined the
designs of existing steam engines to

enough to drive heavy
machiery.
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6. The British Empire

¢ The British Empire

® Atits height, in 1920, the British Empire covered a quarter of the world and
ruled a quarter of the world’s population.

® The British ruled more peoples than any other nation.

The British Empire began to build up in the 1600s, as British merchants
started to extend their trading links throughout the world. The British won
out over Dutch, Portuguese, French and Belgian rivals through the success
of their navy and also their reasonably efficient colonial government.

® The 13 American colonies broke away in 1776, but Canada and many
West Indian islands remained British.

@ Britain gained control of India through the East India Company,
| between 1757 and 1858. In 1877, Queen Victoria was proclaimed
Empress of India — the first time the word empire had been used in
relation to the British possessions.
Y @ Many of the British possessions had similar climates to Britain’s —
parts of Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand — and British
settlers moved to these places in huge numbers in the 1900s, pushing out
the native inhabitants. These colonies were given more and more freedom
to govern themselves and came to be called ‘dominions’.

® The Empire reached its peak after World War 1, when German and
Turkish possessions were added.

@ After World War 2, more countries demanded independence. India
and Pakistan became independent in 1947, Ceylon in 1948. By 1980,

| most African, West Indian and Pacific Island colonies were independent.

 The British Empire was controlled by the British navy and army. The army
worked in every continent, from India to Egypt, and Australia to Canada.

Britain’s influence on the rest of the world in
the 19th century was enormous. It was due
chiefly to Britain’s domination of world

markets with its factory-made goods, and

the part played by British investment in
economic developments overseas. Even the
American railways were built to some
extent with British money. By 1870, the
amount of British capital invested abroad
was about £800 millions.

Another influential British export,
almost as important as manufactures or cap-
ital, was people. Between 1850 and 1880
about 2.5 million people left Britain for
other countries (the United States, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa).
Some emigrants later returned, but there
were also many people, mostly young men,
who served temporarily in foreign coun-
tries as missionaries, merchants or colonial

officials.

British History

® Most colonies remained within the Commonwealth after independence.
There are 54 C ealth nations, linked ially by agreed principles,
but they all accept the British queen as head of the Commonwealth.
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A This map shows the British Empire in the 19305, when it was beginning to shrink. Egypt was
given some independence in 1922, when Sultan Ahmed became King Fuad 1. Iraq gained a
similar independence when amir Ahd Allah Faisal became King Faisal I

FASCINATING FACT
In 1920, 600 million people around the
world were ruled from London.
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7. Victorian England

% Victorian England

34

In 1837, 18-year-old Victoria became the queen of England and reigned for
63 years until 1901-the longest reign in British history.

Victoria’s reign is called
the Victorian Age.

In the Victorian Age,
Britain became the
world’s largest industrial
and trading power

and the British Empire
reached its peak.
British factories and
towns mushroomed
and railways were built
throughout the country.

In 1851, the Great
Exhibition opened in

a huge building of
glass and iron, later
called the Crystal
Palace, to show British
skills to the world.

In 1861, Victoria’s
husband, Prince Albert,
died and she went into
mourning and wore
black the rest of her life. ~ astonishing ar

A Under Queen Victoria, Britain came to wield control
over the largest empire the world had ever seen, and made

tic, scientific and manufacturing advances.

British History

» Benjamin Disraeli, twice prime minister in
Victorian England (1868 and 1874-1880), and
one of Victoria’s favourite statesmen. Under

Disraeli, the British Empire gained even
more status when Victoria became
Empress of India.

@ The rapid expansion of
Victorian cities created
vast slum areas where
living conditions
were appalling.

@ Social reformers and
writers such as Charles
Dickens highlighted the
problems of the slums.
Slowly, Parliament passed
laws to improve conditions
for working people and to
provide education for all.

The two great prime ministers
of the Victorian Age were the
flamboyant Benjamin Disraeli -

(1804-81) and the dour William Gladstone (1809-98).

Victorian middle-class life cultivated cosy moral values, but there was also
a seamy side, with widespread prostitution and crime.
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8. World War |



9. World War Il

We wish you good luck.
See you at the competition orvich,

THeglish Department of Pollack Secondary Technichio8!



