Dear Student,

Welcome to the oral part of the competition. Tdieowing parts of British history must be
studied for the competition. There are 9 topicshea them cosists of two parts, a longer one
and a shorter one. Find the parts that belong heget

The chronological order of these topics isfti®wing:

1.The First Britons

» The first Britons

Britain has been inhabited by human-like creatures for over 500,000 years.
The oldest known settlement, at Star Carr in Yorkshire, dates back 10,000 years.

British History

About 6-7000 years ago, Neolithic farmers arrived from Europe. They began
to clear the island’s thick woods to grow crops and build houses in stone.

The early farmers created round monuments of stones and wooden posts
called henges. The most famous is Stonchenge in Wiltshire.

€23008C, new people from the Rhine arrived. They are called Beakerfolk, after
their beaker-shaped pottery cups. They were Britain’s first metal-workers.

Legend has it that the name Britain came from Brutus, one of the sons of
Aeneas, who fled from Troy.

€.7008C, Celts arrived, often living in hillforts. v

Iron axes and ploughs enabled huge areas to be cleared and farmed, and the
population rose.

@ When Julius Caesar invaded, in 55 and 545¢, the Celtic people of England,
called Britons, were divided into scores of tribes, such as the Catuvellauni
and Atrebates.

Resistance from tribal leaders such as Caratacus meant it took the Romans

over a century to conquer the Britons. A central hearth

The last revolt was that of Queen Boudicca, in AD60. keptthehouse
| remarkably warm

A People of Bronze Age Britain lived in round houses like this,
| with thick storie walls and a steeply-pitched, thatched roof.

The Roman Province
of Britain

The Romans were in Britain for over 350
years —a very long time in the history of any
country. In the north and west they
remained an occupying army, keeping a
grip onan often hostile people; but Lowland
Britain (most of England) was thoroughly
Romanized. The effects of the occupation
were surprisingly small in the long run, but
Roman rule certainly changed the lives of
the British.

The greatest blessing of Roman rule was
the pax Romana, ‘Roman peace’. Tribal
wars in Lowland Britain stopped, and the
attacks of outsiders, like the Picts from the
north and the Saxons from overseas, were
resisted. The Romans set up law courts and
enforced justice, though their idea of justice
was not the same as ours and their punish-
ments, which included execution by cruci-
fixion, were cruel.

The Romans built the first towns. Lon-
don was the largest, with about 30,000 peo-
ple. Colchester and St Albans each had
about half as many, but most Roman towns
had only 3,000 or 4,000.




2. Early English Kings

The status of the English kings did not
mean that they could sit back and enjoy the
Juxury of peace. There was always fighting,
and though most of the-Danes of the north-
cast had settled down, the Danelaw, as the
region was called, provided a friendly base
for new Danish raiders.

After Athelstan, troubles ‘increased. A
strong kingdom required a strong king, but
by bad luck England had several young and
inexperienced kings in the 10th century.
They gave land away too easily, and the
estates of their provincial governors began
to look like little independent kingdoms.

Edgar was succeeded by his eldest son
Edward. He had another son, Ethelred, by
another wife, Aelfryth. When Edward went
to visit Ethelred and Aeclfryth at Corfe Cas-
tle, in Dorset, in 978, it was a perfectly
friendly visit, but as he rode into the court-
yard, the thegns of Ethelred’ came to grect
him, and a sharp quarrel broke out. When it
ended, the young king lay dead. Was it a
planned political assassination? We do not
know. Edward himself, who, though later
acclaimed as a saint, had a vicious temper,
may have been to blame.



3. The Norman
Invasion



4. The Magna Carta



5. Bannockburn



6. The Hundred Years’ War



7. The Wars of the Roses



8. Henry
VIiI



9. Elizabeth |

We wish you good luck.
See you at the competition orvich,
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